The Hancock-Clarke House*

The Hancock-Clarke House was built 1737 by
the Reverend John Hancock, minister to
Lexington. In 1755 it served as the home of the
Reverend Jonas Clarke until his death in 1805.
This house was the destination of Paul Revere
and William Dawes on the night of April 18,
1775, as they rode from Boston to warn Samuel
Adams and John Hancock of the coming of the
British. (This John Hancock, grandson of the
Reverend John Hancock) was the first signer
of the Declaration of Independence.

Herbs played a very important part in the daily lives of the Colonists. The herb
garden, at the doorway of the house, shows typical herbs of the 1775 period. They
were used for both medicinal and culinary purposes. In addition, aromatic and
herbs used to dye fabrics are also cultivated.

Today, this herb garden is thoughtfully
tended by the Morning Group of the
Lexington Field & Garden Club. They
have maintained this herb garden since
1958.
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The Lexington Field & Garden Club was founded in 1876 and is < od and Maintained by the
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and created this teaching garden for school children and visitors. .{(’.l?l‘l(/loll Field & Garden GClub

*Text excerpted from several brochures of Hancock-Clarke House by MSG.
Photos courtesy of Paul Doherty and Regina Sutton.



